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USAID Sustainable Mekong Program  

• The Lower Mekong Initiative (LMI), launched in 2009, is a 

multinational partnership to create sub-regional cooperation among 

the five Lower Mekong countries.  

 

• USAID is working with LMI Partners to develop a regional approach 

to environment management and strengthen capacity to manage 

shared water resources. 

 

• To support a shift toward sustainable green growth, USAID supports 

three main programs: 

 - Smart Infrastructure for the Environment (SIM) 

 - Mekong Partnership for Environment (MPE) 

 - SERVIR Mekong 
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In February 2015, U.S. 

Secretary of State announced 

the Sustainable Mekong 

Energy Initiative (SMEI): 

 

“a plan to encourage the countries 

of the region to develop programs 

that will redirect their investments 

to innovations in renewable 

energy and other sources that do 

not harm the environment” 

 

 

 

Expansion of Sustainable Mekong to Power Sector 
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• Economic growth is the driving need for continuing dramatic 

increases in demand for electric power, most of which is based on 

conventional sources: fossil fuels and large hydropower. 

 

• Current power plans have large negative impacts on global 

greenhouse gas emissions, as well as human health, fisheries, and 

livelihoods. 

 

• There are existing climate-friendly and environmentally and socially 

sound alternative power sources that can be rapidly deployed. 

 

 

 

Concept of Sustainable Mekong Energy Initiative 



Source:  

ADB. 2002. Indicative Master Plan on Power Interconnections in GMS countries, Manila 

ADB. 2010. Update of the GMS Regional Master Plan, Manila 
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Challenge or opportunity? 
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Resources are plentiful 
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Cost trends and capacity at scale 

Since 2008: 

 

• 80% cost reduction in PV 

 

• 30% cost reduction in wind 
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Key trends and opportunities 

• Urbanization and rural modernization 

 

• Geographic proximity of resources 

 

• Data access and tools for analysis 

 

• Improved understanding of energy decisions on economic 

viability, sustainability, and security 
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To provide technical assistance 

in one or more of these three 

main areas: 

 

(1) Policy and planning for power 

systems; 

(2) Adoption of energy efficiency 

technologies and practices; 

(3) Increased renewable energy 

investment 

 

 

USAID’s concept of Sustainable Mekong Energy 

Initiative 
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Objective: to direct investment in power development toward 

environmentally-friendly renewable energy and energy efficiency, 

leading to reduced or avoided greenhouse gas emissions and 

increased investment in clean energy 

 

Implementation approach:  

• During 2015, explore opportunities for partnerships and undertake 

consultations with key national agencies, development partners, and 

technical experts in the Lower Mekong 

• In line with needs and desires of Lower Mekong countries, the SMEI could 

coordinate assistance from a variety of U.S. or regional ASEAN sources 

including private sector firms, utilities or energy agencies, professional 

associations, and regional institutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID’s Sustainable Mekong Energy Initiative 



GOAL: Multi-Agency Effort 
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• Consultations by USAID and NREL with Lower Mekong countries, 

regional institutions, donors (February – June 2015) 

 

• Clean Energy Experts’ Roundtable (April 23-24, 2015) 

 

• NREL organizational & technical analysis (March – August, 2015) 

 

• Complete project documents (August – October, 2015) 

 

• Procurement of technical assistance (November 2015 – April 2016) 

 

• Start 5-year SMEI project implementation (April 2016) 

SMEI Design Plan Timeline 


