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The Global Tracking Framework is based on a wide-ranging 
partnership
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Incorporation of UN RECs in 2017 edition allowed for deeper coverage of regional findings,                                   
as well as regional consultation workshops, and companion regional reports
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Methodology



A pragmatic approach to indicator development
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Ideal 
Metrics

Workable 
Solution

Available 
Data

Agenda for 
Improvement



Primary sources of data for Global Tracking Framework
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Renewable Energy

IndicatorData Source Country Coverage
(% of global population)

212 
Countries

(100%)

193
Countries

(99%)

181 
Countries

(98%)

Electrification Cooking

NOTE: IEA = International Energy Agency; UN = United Nations; REN 21 = Renewable Energy Network for the 21st 
Century; IRENA = International Renewable Energy Agency; BNEF = Bloomberg New Energy Finance; WDI = World 
Development Indicators (World Bank); GDP= gross domestic product.
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Working indicator for electrification

• Based on globally standardized national household omnibus surveys

• Published by National Statistical Agency in each country

• Captures household perspective (including off-grid, informal)

• Fails to capture quality dimensions of electricity service

• Differs from other indicators used in some countries
• Percentage of villages electrified

• Percentage of population in utility service area with an electricity connection
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Percentage of national population with an electricity connection



Working indicator for cooking

• Based on globally standardized national household omnibus surveys

• Published by National Statistical Agency in each country

• Previously defined as “access to non-solid fuels” (but kerosene)

• But most surveys do not yet adequately record “clean technology”

• Fails to capture many aspects of the user experience                              
(e.g. stacking, health, convenience, efficiency, fuel availability, etc.)
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Percentage of national population with access to clean fuels and technologies
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Results
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Under current trends, global electrification rate projected to 
rise from 85% in 2014 to 91% by 2030
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Sharp increase in electrification across regions between 
$500-$1000 GDP per capita
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Asia-Pacific saw electrification converge with other regions 
during last 25 years

Share of population with access to electricity (%)
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Almost 40% of the 1.06 billion living without electricity are 
found in Asia-Pacific’s rural areas

Location of the 1.06 billion people living without electricity, 2014
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A quarter of those without electricity globally live in India and 
Bangladesh alone

Share of population without access and total population, 2014
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Asia-Pacific countries show good progress towards universal 
electrification (particularly Afghanistan and Cambodia)
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Under current trends, global access to clean cooking 
projected to rise from 57% in 2014 to 72% by 2030
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Universal access to clean cooking reached only at much 
higher levels of income (>$10,000 pc)
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Africa and Asia–Pacific both lagging far behind on access to 
clean cooking

Share of population with access to clean cooking (%)
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More than two-thirds of the world’s population without 
access to clean cooking in 2014 lived in Asia–Pacific

Location of the 3.04 billion people living without access to clean cooking, 2014
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Two thirds of those without access to clean cooking globally 
live in India, China and half a dozen other Asian countries

Share of population without access and total population, 2014



22Asia-Pacific countries make some progress on universal 
access to clean cooking (particularly Indonesia)



Takeaway messages

1. Indicators are a work in progress; but global standardization 
will inevitably introduce differences with country conventions

2. Asia-Pacific made strong progress on electrification during 
last 25 years converging rapidly with more developed regions

3. Asia-Pacific lags far behind on access to clean cooking and 
progress is slow, with few exceptions
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