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“Today, we are faced with the growing urgency of laying the pathways for a sustainable
and resilient future. In this task, clean energy is at center stage.” –Woochong Um,
Managing Director General and Officer-in-Charge, Vice-President for Knowledge
Management and Sustainable Development, ADB

“Prosperity means a more secure society for all — which requires investments to
encourage innovation, strengthen economic competitiveness, produce good-paying jobs,
rebuild supply chains, and expand economic opportunities.” – Gillian Caldwell, Chief
Climate Officer and Deputy Assistant Administrator, USAID

Panelists also discussed energy as the lifeblood of civilization. They noted that the energy transition is not just a
matter of adapting or evolving from one resource to another—it is a complete transformation of society and
civilization, requiring the construction of a new social order, new politics, a new jurisprudence, and a new reality.
They called on the Asian Development Bank and other multilateral development banks to provide their members
with an improved understanding and support for the different types of financial de-risking that each country
needs.

“Transitioning to an industrial society based on fossil fuels has led to economic growth
and climate crisis. Humanity is now preparing for another shift to a carbon-neutral
civilization.” – Sang-Hoon Lee, President, KEA

“What is lacking now is the link connecting the global net benefit of action to the
individual net benefits of activity at the local level. This link does not yet exist. A task for all
of us is to find and activate this link.” – Hoesung Lee, Chair, IPCC

“A fundamental shift away from fossil fuels to power our homes, move about in our cities,
and generate prosperity is possible with an open imagination, boldness in action, and a
commitment to ambition.” Martin Keller, Director, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
(NREL), and President, Alliance for Sustainable Energy
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“The transition to a net-zero future 
will not be stress-free: it calls for an overhaul 
of the energy sector—its policies, structure, 
governance, fi nancing, and technologies.”

Masatsugu Asakawa
President, Asian Development Bank
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